Harry Houdini elimbs out of galvanized coffin in which he stayed an hour and a half while it was submerged in a swimming pool.

HOW HOUDINI DIED

It was in Montreal that the famed magician and escape artist received the blows that killed him
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Mrs. Houdini prepares to escape from
locked glass box used by her husband.

How Houdini Died

(Continued from Page 11)
In A Magician Among The Spirits, written

gree of dexterity but also a remarkable
lightness of touch and extreme strength. He
later explained that the success of his stage
work lay in these three qualities—dexterity,
strength and lightness of touch — plus a
carefully developed ability to husband his
breathing when confined in a limited
amount of space.

In recalling the dressing-room interview,
Smiley says: “ My first impression that
I had obtaiced at the McGill Union lecture
was confirmed. His sallow complexion, his
tightly-drawn skin, the dark shadows en-
circling his tired-looking, deep-set eyes, the

les about the les and at the sides
of his mouth twitched nervously. His mouth

Qmil ketched, H

Whitehead, a McGill student.

ECALLS Smiley: “I didn't know him as
a student but I assumed that he
Houd!
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empty.”

Houdini appeared to be in good spirits and
chatted amiably with his two young visitors,
meanwhile apologizing for lying down. He
said he had had a slight accident several
weeks previously which had left him with a
slight limp which he:found fatiguing. As a

envelopes,
tearing them, displaying not only a high de-
wnn’mm—.n-—a.e. 12, 1953
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