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] THE BIRD MAN,

—_———

LEARNING TO FLY.

| HOUDINI'S LATEST FEAT. |
| Warly morning visitors to the Roschil] race-
courss yesierday wera tréated to an wausual
sight—that of & man fying. The Intrepid
aviator was Houdinl, known the world over
&8 iths “Handeul King.” Mol content with
having schioved notoriety suficlent for at least
s dozren mem, he dosires to be even betier
kmown aa ibe firsl aviator Lo make successiul
fights in Australia, snd, judging by yester-

day's performance, he bids fair L6 achisve his |

desire,

The morniug frost was stll white upan the
Eround when the huge bi-plane slowly emearged
from Its shed, propellsd by the stout arms of
tho chlef mechabician and his staff of assisi-
anls. The morning was &n (deal ooe for fAy-
ing, not u breath of mir was stirring, and
wilh everything wetming so lavoursbls for
the mokiog of & suscessful Alght the bopes
of the [itile knmot aof speotators, who had
Eathered seemingly from nowbers round the
mauching, rose high In aoticlpation. Nor wers
they doomed (o disappointment

Heudinl bimsel! seemed the least portaorbed
of the party. Coally Emokiog & clgarette, he
wialched the preparitions with o eritical
though quite unmoved eys  Thal he was lak-
iog an lotersst In the proceedings could be
obseryed from the guiet yei lpeisive manoer
|In which he ordered minor defects Lo be
remedd g,

At laal all wax ready, the machine was
drown into pomitlen, faciog & long prepared
run of sbout o gquarter of & mile. The chief
(assilytant was busily epgaged with BRATGGF|
(whd ollean, when Houdinl, mountiog the ma-
chioe, took his seat behind the driving whoel
Very carcfully be moved the frost planes,

'oow up, now down, Cme trial was Dot suf-
jeteal. The: bad Lo be tested many itloies
before he wam satisfed lhat they were |p
first-claps workiog arder, Next the rwdder, a
poculiar horizontal plece of canvas, stiffened
with wooden supporits And ebfclescd in the
tall place, bad to bo tesind. It, Loo, proved
to he In frsi-rate working coodiiion

"Burely he will iy now.” Thiz from the
ftowd who seemed conrimed with jmpatience
[to mee the daring avisior pst out om his
journey.  Hul, no! The preparations wsre
ot complete. One must not, it aeema, snier
(upah the business of fying lightly and with-
oul taking due preosutions. There are de-
tails, ‘usignificant shough they sesm Lo the
berson whoe will remeln on terrs firma, which,
demand the strictest attention.

Carefully grasping ihe wide lipped blads
of the prepeller lo both hinds, the mechani-|
visn siaried ithe engine—whiat & nDolss (b
made o powerful is the propeller that
the fumes from the exhaus! becoming drawn
into the vaouuwm formed behind the sogine
trail behlod it like & greyiah blus shawl nfl

the flmelest texlure, The pudl of the en-
mite beiog duly registered and found ealis-
factory, it was neal deelded to run the maoh-
lne u couple of times up and down the pre-
pared track to gec thut all was rlght belors!
(Flariing on the actual business of the day,

| When relessed, the bi-plane looked 1ike a|
Efguniir white blrd skimming gracefully aver
the surtace of the earth, Bhe scarcely tnunhnﬂl
the ground, and went at m tremeodous poce,
Auaflier lurn up tbe sitaight, snd then svery-
thing was ready for the flight,

Tha attendunts group tbemeclves sround the
Lall plane, to bold ihe machine down when
(the machine siarta, o deep-toned throbbing,
|Which deopons (nto a throaty roar se the en-
|Eine gathers power, proclalms the facy that

lh & fowr mamonte soaee Sk lefeamid DFoofiei
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|Eine gathers power, proelaims the facy thl.t!
[Ih a tow moownts more the intrepid Houdind |
(will =et mul on bl Jourmey. With [eet|
frmly pressed sgainst the ground the at-|
| tendants keep the maching steady whilst the |
|engine gaihers power. As Lbo revolutions of
the propelier |perease she guivers llke a |
thing of life, her waut wires sing, A short|
| word of eommand and the restraining haods|
are lposened.  Houdinl in off.  Swillly the
|machine wpecds up the prepared (rack, and
| when nearing Lhe end rises o fow inches from
the ground. Rieadlly, gracsfully, and al- |
| most imperceptibly abo rises bigher and still
higher, Widdenly a slckewing lurch to the'
deft brings & muttered exclamation from the
lips of the excitable French mechanie. |
|Ghaking berself like & live 1hing, the bi-|
plaiie plowly rights herself, but commenoos
ta descend,  After having Lraversed o eouple
ol hundred yards in the mir she towches (ha
| earth once mare. For the fArst time in New |
l“"‘““‘ Waled a man has succeeded in Oying. |

The bi-plage Is dragged back Lo ihe starting
poiol once more, acd the same preparplions|
|are  mgsin gooe (hrodgh. This  time the
| machine seems to run on the ground rather
|than over it, and when ibe end of the courss
ln resched she refuses to rise. The mochanle
s mywtifled. Querulounly be mskes questions
rapldiy. and in a foreign iongue, He can't un-|
[derstacd (i at sll. Everything was all right,
(and yet the machine refused (o0 fy. With
| many expressive gestures he meks the rea-
son why, bul no satisfactiory eMcldation (s put
torwird, mlthough the theorics advameed by
|the spectators, who have pow gathered In
larger numbers, are both many aod logenioun
—a irifle too ingenlous L Eeema N gome
| CABES,
| Nothing daunted by his (li-suecess on the
provious attempt, Houdicl prepares for another
triul, Thia Ume the machine (s held down
Ionger (han on #ither of Lhe previous occa- )|
Glond,  Wheén releassd she progrésses Io a
eerien of small jumps, slmast like a slope
shimming the surface of & pond. Bome dis-|
| tapor before the end of the atralght I8 reachod
[ sbe fnally leaves the sarth and siaris on,
her werlal fourney. A abort turn to the rj‘hl.l
and anather (o the left, acd the turn has|
betn succestlully negotiated.  The machine
inclines violently to tha laft, rights berself, |
and then almost |mmediately lurches towards|
ihe left opee more, and commences to descend.
8he comes dowrn guickly with a rush, h!ll.lnl|
the ground with the left hand portion of the
front plans, Tho Impact was o severs Lhat!
Houdlol was thrown from hin seat, landing on'
his hasde and knees mome distance from his
disabled machine. Bpringiog op his Arst carc,
waa for his machine, Quickly hs rusa to it
and shils off the engine, A hast+ ezaming-|
tion showa thai it has sustaloed wvery litile!
damage, bul furiber Oying in oul of 1the ques-
tlen for the day. |
On the Inst oceanion Houdinl was (o the
air for some four or flve minotes, and must
have covered closs upon half a mile. He will
maka another altempt to-day. L

THE MACHINE,

The machins used by Houdiol in his attempt
of Monday s & Voliln bl-plane, and ss [ts
name impHed consisls of two plaBes, a largr
apnd & emaller, the larger being set in front
‘nf the smaller. The I.l.rgr une, which s
shaped Iike & box kite, Is 300t long, 67t bromd,
'and Bft Bigh. It Isson wheels, which ars at-
tached to g splder-like framework upderneaih
| {he meat of the driver, With the whesls 'brn-nh-l
ing the ground the top of the plane is about
12t above the ground. The wmaller plane
|ln which the ruddér works |8 box-shaped, and
| about @ft square. The length of the ma-|
chipne from the small frong slevating n'll.m-l.i
of which thers are two, to the end of the tall
s exzactly the sams as the width of the front
plane.  The machine is Bited with an I-ﬂl-hul-n:
power motor, which welghs 301h, and drives
an 871 double-bilsded propeller at the rate of
120 revolutions per minute. |
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an 8f1 double-bladed propeller at the rate of
1200 revolutions pear minule,
HOW HOUDINT LEARNT TO FLY.

Seen after hiz Aight, Hoodinl stated that
some 18 mopths age, when at Hamburg, he
saw A Mons Ploguet, s Freach avisior, make
an ascesnl. He was struck with ths sport.
and made up his mind ta go In for it purely
as o hobby, Ha decided to procure the ma-
chine used by Mons, Ploguei, and notwith-
pimndiog Lhs Tart that o one ocoasion it
ecanghi fre whilst In the s he bought i1, and
after having it repaired siarted outl to lesrn
how to fiy.

~(f course, 1 am onmly a fledgiing yai. you
knaw: hut [ hope some Lime soon 1o ba an
expert at the art. If you keep at the gume
long enough and do nol met killed In the
process you acquire the bird sepes somewhat,
feeling dangern Instinctively rather than see-
ing them-—at lenst, so0 1 have been told—Lhis
I...;; in parentheses’”

eudinl went on to say that there ls only
one Tight way 1o fiy, aod thet is Lo go wp and
rome down without breaking the machios.
“(pe can coms down in such a vaficty of
ways,” he added smilingly, "and pome of them
are not wgreatly cooducive te bodlly com-
fort. When | rame to Australle 1 decided
that 1 would be the firsi man to maks fuccens-
ful flights In the country, and so far I have
managed falrly well.  Of course, 1 only re-
gard Aying ms & pastime. Btill, it's a very
pestime, and ons which brings a man a
cerinin amount of honour, snd after all
honour satisfiea the soul.  Amy way, [ mean
tn keep BL avlation LN 1 beeome really pro-
ficlent”
vand what then? he was asked.
vgtill keop on at It," was the rejolnder,




